TUMBLING  IN  THE   HAY
fellow get the time, between Bugs and Weeds,
Chemistry and Physics, not to mention Anatomy and
Physiology, Latin, Greek and Trigonometry, to learn
Astronomy ? But it must be done if you are to get
your double degree, BA. and M.B. The short-cut
is through the grinder. According to Birrell:
" Now Parker's a jolly good soul
And he keeps mercury in a bowl
Since the transit of Venus. . . .
Affected. . . ."
The Mercury alluded to was used to find the nadir
in Botany Bay, though the place itself was the opposite
of the zenith as far as houses and appearances went.
As we proceeded merrily across the College Park an
awful thought struck me. " Birrell, come back a
moment. It's not the lingual we'll get in the next
exam, but the nerve that really moves the tongue."
Birrell's face lost its shine for a second as he medi-
tated. " I think you're right," he said slowly, as the
dodge dawned on him too. " It's more like his form
to give us the one we should have known. Very like
his form. What's to be done about it ?"
" Let me tell you," I said. " It's out of the question
to go back now and dissect it. If he saw us doing
that we might not be asked about it at all. We might
get a worse question. I suggest that we go to some
of the boys up in the College of Surgeons and quietly
dissect it there an hour or two before the exam, and
we will know all about it fresh and pat."
"But we must first see Williams. I wouldn't
like to ask a Surgeon's man what it was," said Birrell,
an outdoor man like myself to whom it never occurred
to look it up in the book. Of all the students who
got through in astronomy I don't suppose one of
them ever visited the Observatory at Dunsink. It
was far nearer and easier to go to Parker in Botany